Sample of Types of PPE Equipment used by Public Entities

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
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Employees must keep all safety equipment issued to them in sanitary condition and ready for use.  Any defective equipment must be reported immediately.  Safety equipment that is provided to employees by the City of Hamilton must be worn at all times on the job (e.g., steel-toed shoes, hard-hats, safety glasses).  Each department will specify which type of personal protective equipment should be worn in each situation.

EYE PROTECTION - Eye protection must be worn anytime you are on a job or in an area where there is the slightest danger to your eyes from flying particles or corrosive materials that may be a risk for eye injuries such as punctures, contusions or burns.  Employees who need corrective lenses are required to wear only approved safety glasses, protective goggles or other medically approved precautionary procedures when working in areas with harmful exposures or risk of eye injury.  Bent or damaged protective gear will not do your eyes much good.  Replace or repair damaged eyewear.

FACE SHIELDS - Face shields are meant to protect you from moderate dangers.  Face shields must always be used with safety glasses or goggles.

SAFETY SHOES - Steel-capped toes will give you good protection against painful, and often disabling, injuries.  Some jobs require special foot protection, such as metatarsal shoes, steel inner soles, rubber boots or electrical hazard shoes.  Even a safety shoe can be a hazard if you let it get worn or run down.

SAFETY HATS - Hard hats must be worn in areas subject to falling or flying objects or where there may be bumping hazards.  Be sure both the shell and the suspension inside are in good condition.

GLOVES - Gloves protect your hands and they can improve your grip.  While you need gloves for some jobs, they may pose a hazard on other jobs and should not be worn.  Gloves should never be worn around turning machinery because they can become entangled in the machinery.

RESPIRATORS - There are different types of respirators for different hazards.  You must be trained, fit tested, and receive medical clearance prior to using a respirator.  You must be given the right respirator for your job, so do not trade with somebody else.  It is not sanitary and the other respirator might not fit properly or give you the protection you need.
NOTE:  This document is not intended to be legal advice.  It does not identify all the issues surrounding the particular topic.  Public agencies are encouraged to review their procedures with an expert or an attorney who is knowledgeable about the topic. Reliance on this information is at the sole risk of the user.
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